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Bertha Hammen, the cane holder in Pittsfield was a longtime resident and since 2001 lived in the 
Merrimack County home.  She passed away on September 28, 2008 at the age of 109. 
 
Born in Paris on April 6, 1899 she lived in England, Italy, Switzerland, South Africa, and 
Germany before moving to the United States in 1949, with her husband and two children. 
 
She retired from the former Pittsfield Shoe Co. and volunteered her time to many worthwhile 
causes. 
 
Bertha was presented the cane by the Board of Selectmen in 2003, at the home of her son Peter 
in Chichester. 


